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Southern Cardamom protects 497,000 hectares 
of lowland tropical rainforest in Cambodia’s Car-
damom Rainforest landscape. The Cardamoms 
are a critical part of the Indo-Burma global biodi-
versity hotspot – one of the planet’s highest con-
servation priorities. Their forests are threatened 
by illegal logging for high value timber, fuel for 
Cambodia’s garment factories, and deforesta-
tion by outsiders for land sales. The project ad-
dresses these threats by supporting communi-
ties and local government with protected area 
management, law enforcement, and by helping 
to develop alternative livelihoods that depend 
on forests and biodiversity.

Impacts
Biodiversity & Ecosystems

The Cardamom landscape is the region’s largest 
climate regulator and carbon sink, critical ha-
bitat for countless species, and, with 22 major 
waterways, an important watershed. The pro-
ject supports a team of 98 rangers and 25 an-
ti-poaching community members that patrol the 
forests and monitor activities. Acting as a wat-
chdog for both government departments and 
frontline rangers, staff verify all law enforcement 

actions – such as ensuring that appropriate pe-
nalties are imposed or that seized timber is not 
stolen – and build ranger capacity through daily, 
on-the-job coaching.

Community Development

Around 16,000 people, many of whom are be-
low the poverty line, live in the areas surroun-
ding the project. Southern Cardamom is provi-
ding scholarships for higher education through 
a community fund; helping to ensure perma-
nent land access for all community members 
through tenure registration; and expanding its 
award-winning community-based ecotourism 
projects, which have demonstrably raised inco-
mes and reduced deforestation.

Emissions Reductions & Cer-
tifications

Southern Cardamom will prevent the emissions 
of 110 million tonnes of CO2 over its 30-year li-
fetime, validated and verified under the Verified 
Carbon Standard (VCS). It has also achieved CCB 
Gold status for exceptional climate and biodi-
versity benefits.

Endangered Species

The project is home to more than 50 endangered 
species such as the Asian forest elephant, Asia-
tic black bear, sun bear, pileated gibbon, Ben-
gal slow loris, mainland clouded leopard, and 
fishing cat, as well as the critically endangered 
Sunda pangolin, Siamese crocodile, Southern ri-
ver terrapin, and giant ibis.



SOUTHERN CARDAMOM CAMBODIA

NO
POVERTY

ZERO
HUNGER

GOOD 
HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING

GENDER
EQUALITY

Sustainable Development Goals

SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES AND 

COMMUNITIES

RESPONSIBLE 
CONSUMPTION

AND
PRODUCTION

CLIMATE
ACTION

LIFE ON LAND PEACE, JUSTICE 
AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS

PARTNERSHIPS 
FOR THE
GOALS

CLEAN 
WATER AND 
SANITATION

DECENT 
WORK AND 
ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

INDUSTRY, 
INNOVATION 
AND INFRAS-
TRUCTURE

REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

QUALITY
EDUCATION


